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My message is not to tell you to close
casinos. M nmessage is perhaps to tell you that there
i s hope out there. Perhaps we can publicize it.

Per haps we can teach it. Perhaps we can nake peopl e
awar e.

I was one of the fortunate ones, very
fortunate, and I know | have to cl ose now.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Thank you, Harvey.

HARVEY G : Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JAVES: M chael S.

M CHAEL S.: Yes. (ood evening. M/ nane
is Mchael S., and | am a conpul si ve ganbl er, and

made ny | ast bet on Septenmber 5th of 1994, and I'm

going to say what's been said already. | amnot for
or against the casinos. | do not want to see them
shut down.

Peopl e can ganble normally. | cannot, and

I"'mgoing to tell alittle tale, and this is a tale
about a 14 year old boy that entered Atlantic City and
stood in front of the Playboy Casino and stood in
front of the glass and watched his grandparents

ganbl e, and fromthat nonment on, that's all he wanted
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for the rest of his life.

And the tale gets so interesting and so
great that when he was 15, he becane a regular at the
casi nos, and people say, "How did you get in and how
did you do this and how did you do that? Were did
t he noney conme fron®"

Vll, it's a very sinple story. | stole
it. 1 conned it. | took anything |I could

My not her wore a wedding ring on her
finger. 1 took it off and sold it so that | may
ganble. M parents had key | ocks on every door in
t heir house because their son was a thief. They could
not allow himinto anything that wasn't nail ed down.

The story gets better. By 17, I'min the
casinos three and four nights a week. School neans
nothing to me at this point. | barely graduate. Al
| wanted to do was ganbl e.

And then | graduated to a new | evel of
getting noney, not by working, by conning and
cheating, robbing prostitutes on Atlantic Avenue,
taki ng them back to the roons that | was getting

conped at 17 years old in these wonderful casinos.
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kay?

Ending up in jail by 19 for credit card
fraud, for bank fraud. By 21 attenpting suicide,
waking up in a hotel -- in a hospital four days |ater
and the doctor says to ne, "I have no idea how you
lived through this. You took a bottle of pills at
nine o' clock at night. W found you at ten o' clock
t he next norning. W have no idea."

But then remarkably, on Septenber 5th in
1994, | decided to give Ganbl ers Anonynous one nore
chance. | decided that maybe | did deserve a life,
and that's what | did, and | haven't nmade a bet since
t hen.

And ny live has neaning today, and | have
some of the greatest things. | heard sonebody say
that they work at the casino and they just bought a
house. Well, | make settlenment on ny house in two
weeks, something | never thought |I'd ever be able to
do.

VWat a great life I have. | have a
wonderful wife, three great children, and |I have that

because | don't ganble. | don't tell ny wife not to
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ganble. | don't tell others, but all | say is if it
wasn't for the efforts of Ganbl ers Anonynous, for
rehab. centers, and the Council on Compul sive Ganbling
in this and other states, | would not be alive today,
and that's all 1 have.

Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

| saac Stanl ey.

MR, STANLEY: (Good eveni ng.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good eveni ng.

MR, STANLEY: M nane is |Isaac Stanley,
and first of all, I'd like to thank the nenbers of the
Conmi ssion for being here this evening and for
all owi ng ne to speak.

As a consultant and adjunct instructor at
Jersey City College in Jersey City, New Jersey, |'ve
had the opportunity to teach a course about conpul sive
ganbling to a nunber of prospective New Jersey
certified drug and addi ction counsel ors as part of
their certification requirenents here in the State of
New Jer sey.

The purpose of this eight hour course is
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